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Message f rom  SDHBA President

Greetings,

Can you believe that the summer has almost passed and fall is on the way? As busy 
as we have all been, time has been flying by. It has been still challenging but I think 
we have all adapted and have been making things work out.

We had our State Board meetings in July, and it was great to be meeting in person 
with all the board members again. We had great discussions on the things that are 
impacting our industry right now and trying to come up with things that will help in 
the future. We all talked about different ways to help retain and find help to keep our 
businesses moving forward. We also talked about things in the legislative realm that 
affect our industry.

We also talked about the Workforce Housing Needs Study that is taking place right 
now. There have been three of the four meetings taken place so far. I have been able 
to attend two of the three (The one was when we were together in Pierre for the 
Board Meeting and was not able to attend). They have been informative and lots of 

ideas have been brought forward by many different entities across the state. SDHBA spoke at the first one with some ideas that 
we had from the Legislative Committee. We will be having another meeting before the last one to see if there are any other ideas 
that we can put forward. The last one will be held on September 13th at the Capitol. I feel there will be quite a few things that will 
be brought forward in the next legislative session from this group. They see the need for something to happen and help with 
housing.

Coming up here I am looking forward to attending membership meetings at Lewis & Clark in August and Watertown in September. 
It has been a great year so far getting to be able to go to the associations around the state and meet their members.

I am looking forward to the rest of 2021 to see what the rest of the year will bring. As always if you have any questions or 
comments that you may have, please feel free to reach out. You can either call me at (605) 359-5778 or can email me at 
tboots.citywide@gmail.com. Also, you can listen to The Remodelers Show w/Bill Zortman on 1320 AM KELO radio on the third 
Monday of each month from 9:00 - 10:00 AM.

Since it is getting close to football season, I better get this out of my system. On Saturdays it will be On Wisconsin and on Sundays 
it will be Go Pack Go.

And with a football theme I am going to leave you all with a quote from Vince Lombardi. "The only place success comes before 
work is in the dictionary". I'm sure some of you that know me well thought it was going to be this one "What the hell is going on 
out here".

Sincerely,

Todd Boots
SDHBA President



Need a Career  Change? Consider  
Resident ial Const ruct ion

By, Tony Jockheck , IOM

Execut ive Vice President , Sout h Dakot a Hom e Builders Associat ion

The spread of COVID-19 lead to economic hardship and skyrocketing job losses across multiple industries 
nationwide. However, the latest employment data showed some good news ?  a decline in the 
unemployment rate and job gains in several sectors as the nation reopens.

If you or someone you know is looking for a job change this year, don?t overlook a potential career path in 
construction. Residential construction is poised to help lead the economic recovery. Low interest rates 
and pent-up demand for homes places residential construction in a position to recover more quickly than 
some other sectors of the economy. Here are several other reasons to consider a rewarding career in 
residential construction.

St aying Safe on t he Job Sit e

The health and safety of construction workers is always a top priority in the residential construction 
industry. Employers are dedicated to preventing worker exposure to coronavirus and educating 
employees on what protective measures can be taken on the jobsite. The use of personal protective 
equipment is common on the job site as well as established cleaning and disinfecting procedures 
outlined by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).

Suppor t ing t he Econom y

The construction industry is critical to the economic success of our area and has positive national 
economic impacts, generating jobs in industries such as manufacturing and engineering. A healthy 
economy relies on home building, especially when that economy is in recovery. As a member of the 
residential construction industry, you?ll be contributing to the economic success of your community.

Suppor t  is Available t o Launch a Career

Resources are available to help individuals interested in pursuing a rewarding career in the residential 
construction industry. The National Housing Endowment, in partnership with the Home Builders Institute 
and home builders associations across the country, offers several scholarships to students interested in 
pursuing a career in the building industry.

Com pet it ive Com pensat ion

The home building industry can offer competitive compensation. The top 25 percent in most construction 
trades professions can earn at least $60,000 annually. The gender pay gap is smaller in the construction 
trades. On average, women in the United States earn 80 cents for every dollar a man earns. Women in 
the construction industry earn 97 cents for every dollar a man earns.

For more information about career training opportunities in South Dakota, please call our 
office at (605) 224-2761.

https://dlr.sd.gov/lmic/qcew2020_4b_construction.aspx#construction
https://dlr.sd.gov/lmic/qcew2020_4b_construction.aspx#construction
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Oahe HBA

Jack  Pet ersen - 2nd Vice President
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Jay Mendel - Past  President  
Black  Hil ls HBA 
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Black  Hil ls HBA 

Kur t  Preszler  - Secret ary                           
Aberdeen HBA 

Tony Jockheck , IOM
Execut ive Vice President

Calendar  of  Event s

2021 Fall Board & Annual Awards 
Banquet

Novem ber  4 & 5, 2021

Holiday Inn City Centre

Sioux Falls, SD

2022 Wint er  Board Meet ings

February 2-3, 2022

Pierre Area Chamber of Commerce

800 W, Dakota Ave.

Pierre, SD

2022 Annual Chil i /Oyst er  Feed

Legislat ive Appreciat ion

February 2, 2022

Ramkota River Centre

920 W. Sioux Ave. 

Pierre, SD



https://www.hbasiouxempire.com/foundation/rockestra/


NAHB Suppor t s Inf rast ruct ure Bil l

NAHB supports the $1 trillion bipartisan Senat e 
inf rast ruct ure bil l pending in Congress and applauds 
lawmakers for omitting onerous regulatory proposals 
that would hurt housing affordability. 

The bill, as it now stands, streamlines the federal 
permitting process, which will minimize uncertainty in 
the housing approval process. It also restores an 
exemption for water and sewer contributions in aid of 
construction that will save some developers as much as 
40% on water and sewer costs.

NAHB Opposes Revision of  WOTUS Rule

NAHB Chairman Chuck Fowke spoke out against the 
EPA?s efforts to revise the Navigable Waters Protection 
Rule (NWPR) that defines the ?waters of the United 
States? (WOTUS) during a recent roundt able 
discussion  with federal policymakers, farmers, home 
builders and composite makers. 

NAHB is a strong proponent of the NWPR because it 
outlines clearly which waters fall under federal 
jurisdiction.

Using Rent  Paym ent  
Hist ory in Underwr it ing 

The Federal Housing Finance 
Agency (FHFA) has announced 
that Fannie Mae will consider 
rent  paym ent  hist ory as part 
of its underwriting process so 
that home buyers with limited 
credit histories can more easily 
obtain home loans. This change 
will give qualified renters who 
may have limited credit history, 
but a strong rent payment 
history, new opportunities for 
homeownership.

Fannie Mae?s Desktop 
Underwriter® will enable 
single-family lenders ? with 
permission from mortgage 
applicants ? to identify recur- 
ring rent payments in the ap- 
plicant?s bank statement data. 

Regist er  for  NAHB's Fall
Leadership Meet ings 

Registration and hotel reser- 
vations are open for the NAHB 
Fall Leadership Meet ings 
taking place Oct. 11-15 at the 
Marriott Marquis in Houston. 

NAHB is working closely with 
Marriott to ensure that the 
health and safety of all 
attendees is a priority, and that 
applicable government policies 
designed to slow the spread of 
COVID-19 will be followed.

IBS Will Be In-Person, Feb. 8-10, 2022

Registration is open for the 2022 NAHB Int ernat ional 
Builders? Show®  (IBS). This year?s live, in-person event 
will be in Orlando, Feb. 8-10.

The show floor is packed with exciting new products 
and opportunities to connect with the industry?s top 
manufacturers. Purchase an All-Access Pass or 1-Day 
Education + Expo Pass for education sessions led by 
top industry experts. And be sure to check out NAHB?s  
IBS show homes, The New American Home® (TNAH) 
and The New American Remodel® (TNAR) to see 
emerging design trends and leading-edge products. 

https://nahbnow.com/2021/08/bipartisan-senate-infrastructure-bill-good-for-housing/?utm_source=HBAnewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=August&utm_content=Infrastructure_Legislation
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Treasury Pushes Rent al Assist ance 

The Treasury Department on Aug. 25 
announced additional policies to encourage 
state and local governments to expedite 
em ergency rent al assist ance to eligible 
renters and landlords.

Congress has appropriated $46.5 billion for 
emergency rental assistance but state and 
local governments have only distributed less 
than $6 billion to date. The guidelines 
announced by Treasury are designed to 
streamline the application process and help 
state and local governments get rental 
assistance to those in need.

In a separate letter to state and local 
emergency assistance rental program 
grantees, Treasury strongly encouraged 
them to provide greater protections for 
tenants facing evictions.

Lot  values for single- 
family detached 
homes started in 
2020 surged 18% to 
a record-high median 
lot price of $53,000, 
according to NAHB?s 
analysis of the Cen- 
sus Bureau?s Survey 
of Construction data. 

Lots are most expen- 
sive in the New 
England region, 
where half of all single-family detached 
(SFD) spec homes started in 2020 reported 

lot values of more 
than $120,000. Sec- 
ond most expensive 
is the Pacific 
division, with a 
median lot value of 
$103,000 in 2020. 
Least expensive is 
the South Atlantic, 
which includes 
Florida, Georgia and 
the Carolinas. Half 
the of the SFD spec 

homes started in the South Atlantic region 
in 2020 had lot values of $35,000 or less. 

Lot  Values Surge at  Record-Break ing Pace

Const ruct ion Workers' Earnings

Half of payroll workers in const ruct ion  
earn more than $50,460 and the top 25% 
make at least $71,000, according to the 
2020 Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Occupational Employment Statistics Survey 
data and analysis by NAHB. In comparison, 
the U.S. median wage is $49,150, while the 
top 25% of workers make at least $67,410.

In general, construction trades that require 
more years of formal education or special 
training tend to offer higher annual wages. 
Half of plumbers in construction, for 
example, earn more than $55,920, with the 
top quarter making over $75,640. 
Electricians? wages are similarly high.

Half of carpenters working in construction 
earn over $49,730, with the top quarter 
making more than $64,670.
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WATERTOWN AREA HOME BUILDERS
WAHBA Execut ive Of f icer  - Julie Kneeland

WAHBA had a FANTASTIC 7th Annual Golf Tournament on July 23, 2021. Meyer 
Insurance again held a raffle at their hole. This year, instead of a gun, they gave 
golfers a chance to win a 52" SWAG riding lawn mower and a couple of great 
coolers! We are still waiting to hear from them about the total amount raised. 
There has been talk about starting another Lake Area Technical College Building 
Trades scholarship endowment - this one will be in memory of Rodney Woodford, 
our beloved State Director/Affiliate Member who passed in April.

We've had incredible conversations with the City of Watertown and are really 
looking forward to future projects, growth, etc. We are excited about the new form 
of government and believe that the new City Manager, new Mayor and new 
Building Official are going to be amazing!

We are preparing for our Fall Membership Drive on Tuesday September 21, 2021. 
We are looking forward to having State and National representation there! All are 
WELCOME to join us if you're able to. 

Please RSVP as soon as possible so I can let our great sponsor Reliabank know how 
many to prepare for. Hopefully we will have a great report to share. See everyone 
in Sioux Falls in November!

http://www.watertownhomebuilders.com/events/2021/9/21/fall-membership-drive
http://www.watertownhomebuilders.com/events/2021/9/21/fall-membership-drive
http://www.watertownhomebuilders.com/events/2021/9/21/fall-membership-drive


https://sdhomebuilders.com/health-plan-options-for-members/


http://www.nahb.org/savings 
http://www.sdhbarebates.com
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