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Greetings 

Hope everyone is having a good start to 
summer. 

With school out and summer in full swing, it 
looks like there is no relief to our lumber 
prices. We need to continue to stay in touch 
with our Senators and Congressmen in Washington and tell 
them the importance of getting our lumber prices back in check.  

I?m looking forward to attending the Western Governors 
Association annual meeting the end of June in Rapid City along 
with Karl Eckhart from NAHB , Jeff Lage who sits on the NAHB 
State and Government affairs committee and Randy Olivier our 
State Workforce Development chair. Governor Daugaard is the 
chair of WGA.  

Don?t forget my earlier challenge this year, to participate in all 
your local membership drives. Recruiting new members not 
only helps your Local, it also helps our State and National 
associations. 

I am honored to serve as your State President. 

 Paul Nelsen 

 ?There is a reason the windshield and the rearview mirror is the size they are? 
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Secret ary Carson 
Addresses NAHB 

Dr. Ben Carson, Secretary 
of the Department of 
Housing and Urban 
Development, addressed 
the NAHB Executive Board 
at its meeting on May 23 in 
Washington, D.C. Secretary 
Carson discussed the need 
to revise the nation?s 
regulatory process, the 
importance of housing 
finance reform and plans 
to modernize the FHA. You 
can wat ch a video of his 
address or read his 
prepared rem arks. 

Entries are now being 
accepted for three of 
NAHB?s most prestigious 
awards programs. The 
Best  of  55+ Housing 
Awards honor the people, 
companies, projects and 
programs that showcase 
innovation in 55+ housing. 
The Best  in Am er ican 
Living Awards spotlight 
design excellence in all 
markets. The Mult ifam ily 
Pil lars of  t he Indust ry 
Awards focus on design 
and construction in the 
apartment, townhouse 
and condo marketplace. 

Lum ber  Cost s Adding $7,000 t o Pr ice of  a Hom e 

Since the beginning of last year, rising lumber prices ? made 
worse by tariffs on imported Canadian softwood lumber ? 
have increased the price of an average single-family home 
by more than $7,000. Lumber prices soared to a record-high 
$578 per thousand board feet for the week ending May 25 
and May futures contracts are selling at the previously 
unthinkable $600 range.   

We need a solution now to protect the home building 
industry and consumers from tariffs that are raising 
production costs and harming home buyers. Ask your  
federal lawm aker  to sign a letter urging Commerce 
Secretary Wilbur Ross to reach a new softwood lumber trade 
agreement with Canada. 

DOL Allocat es $85M for  Const ruct ion Training 

The U.S. Department of 
Labor (DOL) on May 18 
announced it will allocate 
$85 m il l ion in grant s to sup- 
port and expand YouthBuild 
programs across the nation. 

YouthBuild, a pre-apprentice- 
ship model, provides at-risk 
youth ages 16-24 with 

occupational skill develop- 
ment to obtain employment 
in construction and other 
in-demand industries. DOL 
said various communities 
across the nation will be 
awarded the grants, each of 
which will range between 
$700,000 and $1.1 million. 

EPA Delays New Wat ers of  t he U.S. Def in it ions 

The EPA will wait until August 
to release its proposed new 
definitions for ?wat ers of  
t he U.S.,? which means that 
the final version won?t be 
ready until the fall of 2019.

The proposal would replace 
the Obama Administration 
definitions finalized in 2015 

and now making their way 
through the courts. 

It is widely expected that the 
Trump administration?s new 
WOTUS definitions will be 
narrower and will not 
automatically assert federal 
jurisdiction over isolated 
wetlands. 

Applicat ions Open for  
Prest igious Awards 
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2018 Membership Chair   Candice Menke

Just an update from your Membership Chair 

 Believe it or not the 2019 IBS Builders show is not too far away! With this year 
being held in Las Vegas the show will be bigger and better than ever. I want to 
encourage all of our local associations to please identify a young professional 
in your organization and apply for a Scholarship to send them to IBS!! The 
Scholarship is available to a member between the ages of 21-35. But please 
get your application in! This is for a full registration, lodging and travel 

assistance. Understanding what National is all about is so very impactful ? lets not miss out on 
the opportunity to send someone on a scholarship!! 

Also with the Young Professionals ? the awards are now open. NAHB is looking for nominations 
for outstanding members under the age of 45 who have demonstrated advocacy and 
engagement for the building industry! We would love to see some nominations from our State 
for this award! 

Membership Drives are underway all across the country and across our state. Please be sure 
to utilize all the resources available to you at NAHB.org. Successful membership drives will put 
additional funds back into your local associations! There are many tool kits out there for you 
with many ideas and great motivators to get people to join! I encourage you to take a look at 
them. 

Recruit ing Young Professionals Toolk it  -This toolkit contains resources to recruit the next 
generation of young professionals as members as well as strategies for keeping them engaged 
https://www.nahb.org/en/members/hba-resources/membership-tools/recruiting-young-professionals-toolkit.aspx 

Associat es Toolk it  - Use these tips and tools to make your local stronger and  your membership more 
productive.  

https://www.nahb.org/en/members/committees-and-councils/committees/associate-members-committee/associates-toolkit.aspx 

Lead Conversion Toolk it  ? has t ips and best practices to convert your leads to members. 
https://www.nahb.org/en/members/hba-resources/membership-tools/ lead-conversion-toolkit.aspx 

St ar t ing a New St udent  Chapt er  Toolk it  ? A student chapter can be founded by a student, faculty 
member or HBA. Here is the link to find out how.   

https://www.nahb.org/en/industry-professionals/student-chapters/student-chapters-archives/starting-a-new-student-chapter-toolkit.aspx 
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The Brooking Regional Builders Association is planning a beanbag competition 
fundraiser to benefit the Lynn Mennis Memorial Scholarship Fund. This 
scholarship is in honor of Lynn Mennis- a devoted supporter of the building 
industry and the Home Builders Association- a scholarship is given to a 
deserving candidate each year that is going into a construction oriented field, 
whether it is building, electrical, drafting or etc.    

We are looking for 10 sponsors at $150 for each. Your sponsorship will get you 
on print and social media advertising also your name/logo on one set of 

boards at the event. 

For those of you would like to compete, the cost for each team will be $50. The event will be 
held in the patio area at the Wild Hare on 3rd street in downtown Brookings. It will be held on 
Saturday, August 25th. There will be a lunch provided with a free will donation. 

  

  BRBA

  WAHBA

Watertown Happenings:

We hosted forklift certification classes on May 11th. We had 12 companies participate with a 
total of 35 people. We plan to host another this Fall as there were companies that couldn't 
make it that day.  

We held a membership drive at our May Member Meeting. Eric Meyer with Meyer Insurance 
gave a quick presentation about having correct insurance coverage before social time and 
our drawings. Meyer Insurance sponsored the gun, food and drinks. We gave away a gun and 
a Big Frig cooler to one luck member and one new members that attended. We gained 1 
Builder Member, 1 Associate Member and 1 Affiliate Member.  

We are planning for our upcoming Golf Tournament which will be held at Prairie Winds Golf 
Club on July 20th. It should be a GREAT time!! 

  



Spr ing Parade of  Hom es Feat ure Hom es Raises Over  $19,600 for  Care Foundat ion   The Home 
Builders Association of the Sioux Empire is pleased to announce that over $19,600 was raised from 
consumers touring the two Feature Homes on the 2018 Spring Parade of Homes? , May 12-13 and 
19-20. A special thank you to Choice Builders, Inc. and Zome?s Construction, Inc. for hosting the 
homes this Spring. 

Proceeds from the two homes benefit the Sioux Empire Home Builders Care Foundation which was 
established in 2007 as a 501 (c) 3 charitable, non-profit organization. The Care Foundation receives 
funds through donations and also from various public fundraisers including touring the Feature 
Homes on the Spring and Fall Parade of Homes when available. Since 2006, Feature Homes on the 
Parade of Homes have raised over $156,000 for the Foundation. 

The Care Foundation's activities include funding housing related community service projects, 
providing scholarships for students going into the building trades and financially supporting other 
industry related educational programs such as the ones listed below.  

Work force Developm ent  Grant s  The Workforce Development Grant program serves to provide funding for 
projects that address a demonstrated need in the building industry, encourage and attract competent people 
to a career in the construction trades, make an effective use of volunteers and/or matching funds, and create 
a positive impact on builder workforce issues in the Sioux Empire. 

Repair  Af fair  Day  Repair Affair day allows volunteers to donate their time and expertise to someone in need. 
The focus of Repair Affair is on making homes more accessible for the elderly or permanently disabled with 
items such as wheelchair ramps and grab bars. Since 1993, more than 220 projects have been completed with 
a total of more than 5,500 volunteer hours.  

Scholarships  A number of scholarships are awarded annually to graduating high school seniors through the 
support of the Care Foundation. Scholarships are awarded to high school graduates who reside in Lincoln, 
Minnehaha, McCook or Turner counties and have applied for acceptance into a secondary school curriculum 
within the home building industry or related fields.  

Sum m er  Const ruct ion Cam p 2018 marks the third year of the annual Summer Construction Camp which is 
held by the Sioux Falls Career and Technical Education (CTE) Academy and HBASE. The camp was created for 
7th and 8th graders that are showing an interest in carpentry, construction and woodworking. The camp 
includes four half days of hands-on activities. Students learn about basic safety, hand tool operation, basic 
skills in the carpentry trade and have an opportunity to assist in building projects. 

For more information on the Care Foundation or to obtain an application for one of its programs, please visit hbacarefoundation.com or call 605-361-8322. 

  HBASE

http://www.hbasiouxempire.com


BHHBA- Execut ive Of f icer

Cheryl Bet t m eng

Thank you for being apart of our 
Association success over the 
years.  We greatly appreciate 

and value your hard work.                          
Happy 10 Year Anniversary!



homes or joining a community solar system.

The 2020 code will also require non-solar 
energy efficency measures. 

The solar mandate requirement is being driven 
by California?s net zero energy goals. Other 
states and cities are working toward net zero 
goals and may enact similar requirements.   

?We knew this was going to pass,? said Bob 
Raymer, CBIA?s senior engineer and technical 
director. ?We decided we needed to get on this 
train and see it going down a more affordable 
track. And thanks to our good working 
relationship with the commission, we were 
able to keep costs down.? 

Em ployers Must  Use New I-9 
Form  

The California Energy Commission?s proposed 
requirements for the state?s 2020 energy code 
include m andat es on solar  energy gener-
ation for all new residential construction beg- 
inning in January 2020. Typically, the state's 
Building Standards Commission accepts 
Energy Commission recommendations 
without change, so the California Building 
Industry Association (CBIA) has worked hard 
to minimize the effects of the proposed 
requirement on housing affordability. 

The requirement applies to most single-family 
homes  and multifamily buildings up to three 
stories. Options to meet the mandate will 
include installing solar panels on individual 

California Builders Sof t en Af fordabil i t y Im pact  of  Solar  Mandat e

CFPB Am ends "Know Before You Owe" OSHA Proposes Crane Rule Changes 

The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 
(CFPB) announced recently that it has 
finalized an amendment to its ?Know Before 
You Owe? mortgage disclosure rule that 
addresses when mortgage lenders with a 
valid justification may pass on increased 
closing costs to consumers. 

The Know Before You Owe mortgage 
disclosure rule took effect Oct. 3, 2015 and 
created new Loan Estimate and Closing 
Disclosure forms that consumers receive 
when applying for and closing on a 
mortgage loan. 

Since then, the CFPB has heard feedback 
from the industry regarding the need for 
clarification about when lenders may pass 
on increased costs to consumers and 
disclose them on a Closing Disclosure. 

CFPB said the change is ?intended to 
provide greater clarity and certainty to the 
mortgage industry.? 

In a notice of proposed rulemaking published 
May 21, OSHA proposed to amend its rule for 
cranes in const ruct ion , 29 C.F.R. § 1926, 
Operator Qualification and Certification.

The rules require employers to allow only 
employees who are certified or licensed in 
crane operations to use the equipment. 

The new proposal removes a contentious 
provision that would have required 
third-party testers to indicate the type and 
rated operating capacity of equipment an 
operator was certified to operate. 

OSHA is leaving intact the requirements for 
certification or licensing of crane operators, a 
provision long opposed by NAHB. 

NAHB believes that no one should operate 
any crane that they do not know how to 
operate. It is the responsibility of the 
operator?s employer to make sure the 
equipment operator has the knowledge and 
skill to run the relevant type of crane.
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 Sales of newly built single- family homes rose 4% in March 
to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 694,000 units after 
an upwardly revised February report, according to recent 
data from HUD and the Census Bureau. This is the second 
highest reading since the Great Recession. 

There was significant variability across the country. 
Regionally, new home sales rose 28.3%
in the West and 0.8% in the South. Sales decreased 2.4% 
in the Midwest and 54.8% in the Northeast. 

The inventory of new hom es for  sale was 301,000 in 
March, which is a 5.2-month supply at the current sales 
pace. The median sales price of new houses sold was $337,200. 

Rem odeling Spending by Zip Code

Home owners who improve their homes in 2018 will spend $7,893 per home on average, but 
there is considerable variation. There are many zip code areas where spending per improved 
home is under $5,500, and many where it is over $11,000. Zip codes with high spending per 
improved home tend to cluster around large metro areas, especially in the Northeast. The 
highest expenditures occur in 17 zip codes where spending per improved home is over $18,000. 
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CALENDAR

OF EVENTS

Br inging Housing Hom e?  Spreads t he Word

From coast to coast, members 
of the NAHB Federation 
stepped up in early May to 
bring housing issues to the 
forefront during Br inging 
Housing Hom e? , NAHB?s in-  
district Legislative Conference. 

Members held more than 150 
meetings with their U.S. 
senators and representatives. 
At the same time that they 
forged a closer working 
relationship with their federal 
legislators, they also delivered 
a powerful message: A robust 
housing industry is essential to 
creating jobs and ensuring a 
strong economy. 

NAHB members and staff 
briefed Members of Congress 
on several issues affecting the 
home building community. 
Talks centered on the need to 
enact policies that would:

Sensible regulat ions. Reduce 
or eliminate unnecessary 
regulations to make 
homeownership and rental 
housing more affordable for 

teachers, firefighters, police 
officers and other 
middle-class families. 

Flood insurance. Achieve a 
long-term reauthorization of 
the National Flood Insurance 
Program that will keep the 
program fiscally sound and 
let builders provide safe and 
affordable housing. 

Sof t wood lum ber . Ensure 
American home builders and 
consumers have access to a 
reliable supply of softwood 
lumber at reasonable prices. 

Accessible credit . Provide a 
stable and affordable supply 
of credit for home buyers, 
home builders and rental 
housing. 

Work force developm ent . 
Adopt sensible workforce 
development and 
immigration policy that will 
help the residential 
construction industry to fill 
open jobs and boost the 
nation?s economy. 

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) announced on 
May 25 that it will issue an additional 15,000 H-2B guest  
worker  visas for fiscal 2018, which ends on Sept. 30. This will 
be in addition to the annual allotment of 66,000 visas, all of 
which have already been claimed this year. 

Given the chronic labor shortages facing the home building 
industry, NAHB has been urging DHS to significantly expand 
the number of H-2B visas available for the year. 

DHS t o Allow  15,000 More Guest  Worker  Visas

2018 St at e Board Meet ings 

Summer 8/16-8/17 
Ramkota- Pierre, SD

Fall  11/1-11/2 
Rushmore Hotel- Rapid CIty, SD 

2018 Local Event s

BHHBA Social- Buffalo Wild Wings

June 19th, 2018

Black Hills America's Ride for 
Housing
July 14th, 2018

WAHBA Golf Tournanment 

July 20th, 2018

BHHBA Golf Tounarment

September 8th, 2018

HBASE Fall Parade of Homes

Sept 15-16th & 22-23rd, 2018

2018 NAHB Board Meet ings

Mid-Year 2018
Portland, OR
July 24-28, 2018

 

http://nahbnow.com/2018/05/thanks-to-the-federation-for-bringing-housing-home/?utm_source=HBANewsletter&utm_medium=June2018&utm_campaign=2018HBANewsletter&utm_content=bringinghousinghome
http://nahbnow.com/2018/05/thanks-to-the-federation-for-bringing-housing-home/?utm_source=HBANewsletter&utm_medium=June2018&utm_campaign=2018HBANewsletter&utm_content=bringinghousinghome
http://nahbnow.com/2018/05/thanks-to-the-federation-for-bringing-housing-home/?utm_source=HBANewsletter&utm_medium=June2018&utm_campaign=2018HBANewsletter&utm_content=bringinghousinghome
http://nahbnow.com/2018/05/dhs-to-issue-additional-15000-guest-worker-visas/?utm_source=HBANewsletter&utm_medium=June2018&utm_campaign=2018HBANewsletter&utm_content=H2Bvisas
http://nahbnow.com/2018/05/dhs-to-issue-additional-15000-guest-worker-visas/?utm_source=HBANewsletter&utm_medium=June2018&utm_campaign=2018HBANewsletter&utm_content=H2Bvisas
http://nahbnow.com/2018/05/dhs-to-issue-additional-15000-guest-worker-visas/?utm_source=HBANewsletter&utm_medium=June2018&utm_campaign=2018HBANewsletter&utm_content=H2Bvisas
http://nahbnow.com/2018/05/dhs-to-issue-additional-15000-guest-worker-visas/?utm_source=HBANewsletter&utm_medium=June2018&utm_campaign=2018HBANewsletter&utm_content=H2Bvisas
https://sdhomebuilders.com/events/month/


http://www.blackhillshomebuilders.com/AmericasRideForHousing/

