
 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 Happy New Year everyone! It is my honor to serve as your 2016 SDHBA President. To begin I 

would like to start with a brief, personal history. I grew up in a construction driven family in Rapid 

City, SD. My father, Willard, with my mother Judith always by his side, started his construction career 

in Rapid City in the 60’s and began developing property in the 70’s. He was passionate about his craft, 

so much so, that he became a founding SDHBA member. I followed the influence of my father and 

graduated with a Construction Engineering Degree from North Dakota State University. Currently, I 

am a builder/developer in Rapid City specializing in custom homes and developing residential building 

sites. I am business partners with my sister, Jennifer, who is a two-time past SDHBA President. Some 

may say that having mentors from SDHBA in my family has determined my destiny to become 

president, however, I feel that my dedication to the housing industry and passion for the American dream has prepared me for this 

new position. I have been BHHBA President twice and also have chaired and served on almost every committee within the Black 

Hills chapter.  I am also the 2016 BHHBA Government Affairs Chairman and serve as the BHHBA Builder National Director. 

 Looking forward to the events of 2016, we have a very exciting year ahead of us. I hope that you are planning to attend this 

year’s International Building Show (IBS), I look forward to seeing you all there. If you are not planning on attending, I would highly 

recommend you mark your calendars for the 2017 IBS in Orlando, Florida. Next month’s letter will contain a rundown of what IBS 

offered us this year. 

 I would like to take a moment to welcome our new Executive Vice President, Teresa O’Keeffe. She brings a tremendous amount 

of experience to the position having served as an Executive Officer at local Home Builder Associations, as well as, several years 

working for the National Home Builders Association. I look forward to working with her and I know her experience will help us 

move into the New Year with positive momentum. 

 As we begin this New Year, the first item of business will be the 2016 Legislative session. I plan on keeping a keen eye on issues 

that affect the construction industry. I will be working closely with the SDHBA Legislative Chair, Todd Boots to make sure key 

issues are brought to your attention and will stay on top of proposed bills. Our key focus, is to support bills that strengthen the 

construction industry and oppose bills that adversely affect and cause unnecessary costs to the affordability of housing. I encourage 

you to become actively involved in the weekly legislative conference calls, it is a great way to stay current in the discussions that 

may have major consequences for you. 

 I would like to continue to support our 2,000 member campaign efforts of the SDHBA and would like to help you, help us 

recruit members so that we are able to strengthen our Association. Let’s show our colleagues the importance of being a member of 

the local, state and national associations. Membership offers so many opportunities not only for networking but for strengthening 

our industry. All of this information is available at your fingertips just by logging into the State or the National Association 

websites. 

 Last year the Workforce Development Committee made great strides toward introducing students to the benefits of working in 

the construction industry. We need to continue to expand and reach students so they know about the abundant career opportunities in 

our industry.  We all need to make student from Middle School through High School aware the Construction Industry can be a great 

career path.  

 I am also excited to work with our new team of State Officers.  We have an energetic and diverse team and a lot of work has 

already been done to improve the State Association.   

 I am planning on attending meetings and/or events at every local Association across the state. Please let me know if there is 

something I can do for you or an event or meeting I shouldn’t miss.  I would like the opportunity to meet as many members as I can 

this year. 

 

Until next Month, 

Jeff Lage, 2016 SDHBA President  
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SDHBA WELCOMES NEW EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

Teresa O’Keeffe has been hired as the new Executive Vice 
President for the SDHBA and will start her position on Janu-
ary 4th. Teresa has a combined twenty-plus years experi-
ence working within associations of the home building indus-
try. She spent fifteen years at the National Association of 
Home Builders, as a field representative facilitating many 
strategic plans. After Teresa left NAHB as their Vice Presi-
dent for Affiliate and Member Services, she served as the 
local Executive Vice President in Southwest Illinois and Lake 
Norman, North Carolina. 

 
She has two grown sons, loves the outdoors and is an avid reader. Teresa is very   
excited to get to know each and everyone of you, and the SDHBA Executive        
Committee is excited for the knowledge and growth opportunities that Teresa brings 
to the association!  

The class mixes the classroom with shop 

time. Pictured: Students are applying 

what they learned in the classroom, such 

as rough openings, cripples, doing take 

offs for what material is required, making 

walls square and true to the blueprints. 

SDHBA SPONSORS  
NEW SDSU  

CONSTRUCTION 
CLASS 

MISSION  
The SDHBA is a statewide non-profit trade association made up of professional builders, remodel-
ers and associate members. We promote home ownership and quality affordable housing through 
active participation in industry related  issues. We are the voice of the homebuilding industry in 
South Dakota.   



 

 

STATE AND LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS : 
 
 

Aberdeen HBA  
20 12th Ave SW 
PO Box 201,  
Aberdeen, SD 57401 
(605) 225-2055 FAX (605) 225-2365 
www.aberdeenhba.com 
 
 
 

Black Hills HBA  
3121 West Chicago St 
Rapid City, SD 57702-2313 
(605) 348-7850 FAX (605) 348-7864 
www.blackhillshomebuilders.com 
 
 
 

Brookings Regional BA  
510 Main Street, Suite 12 
PO Box 323 
Brookings, SD 57006 
(605) 692-5405 FAX (605) 692-5406 
www.brookingsregionalbuilders.com 
 

 
 

Lewis & Clark  HBA 
PO Box 582 
Yankton, SD 57078 
(605) 661-7215  
www.lewisandclarkhomebuilders.com 
 

 
 

Watertown Area HBA  
110 8th Ave SE, Suite 2 
PO Box 1271 
Watertown, SD  57201 
(605) 878-3033   FAX (605) 878-3034 
www.watertownhomebuilders.com 

 
 
 

HBA of the Sioux Empire  
6904 S. Lyncrest Place,  
Sioux Falls, SD 57108 
(605) 361-8322 FAX (605) 361-8329 
www.hbasiouxempire.com 
 
 
 

Oahe HBA  
PO Box 221 
Pierre, SD 57501 
(605) 222-9069 FAX (605) 224-1659 
www.oahehomebuilders.com 
 
 
 

South Dakota HBA  
124 S Euclid Ave, Suite 105 
PO Box 1218 
Pierre, SD 57501 
(605) 224-2761 FAX (605) 224-0820 
www.sdhomebuilders.com 
 
 
 

Brookings Regional BA 
has a new logo. Please 
contact their office to 
secure the new logo, if 
you need it.  

SDHBA Committee & Board Meeting 

February 3rd and 4th - Fort Pierre 
 

The SDHBA Board of Directors will meet on February 3rd  at the AmericInn in 

Fort Pierre for committee meetings prior to the Legislative Chili and Oyster 

feed. 

 

The SDHBA Board Meeting will be held at 8 a.m. on February 4th at the Amer-

icInn in Fort Pierre. 

 

All Home Builder Association members are welcome to participate in the state 

committee meetings and the board meeting. 

 

A block of rooms is reserved at the AmericInn in Fort Pierre.   
 

Legislative Appreciation Event  

February 3rd  

5 PM at the Ramkota in Pierre 
 

This event is a joint effort between the SDHBA and the South Dakota Associa-

tion of Realtors. 

 

This is a great opportunity to meet your  SD legislators face-to-face and show 

your appreciation for their time and effort during the SD Legislative session. 

2016 Legislative Session Conference Calls  
 
Legislative Conference Calls start Monday, 
January 11. These weekly conference calls 
will take place on Mondays through the 
Legislative Session at noon (CST).  
 
To participate, call 877-214-7649, you will 
then need to enter the pin 7628900# when 
prompted.  

 

If you have any questions or comments 
please feel free to contact 2016 SDHBA 
Legislative Chair, Todd Boots at (605) 359-
5778 or tboots.citywideins@gmail.com    

mailto:tboots.citywideins@gmail.com


 

 



 

 



 

 

 

  

 
 

            
 
         The SDHBA PAC &  the BHHBA BUILD-PAC will be hosting the   

        Third Annual America’s Ride For Housing as our state national fundraiser 

      for the  NAHB BUILD-PAC, this Poker Ride is for 2, 3, or 4 wheel vehicles.  

    The funds raised will go to support NAHB  BUILD-PAC. 

    

The ride is Saturday, July 30, the week before the Annual Sturgis Rally, and will be approxi-

mately 100 miles with multiple historic stops throughout the beautiful Black Hills. The ride 

will start and stop at the Central States Fairgrounds.  

 

$2,250 in cash prizes will be awarded as follows: 

 1st Place - $1,000 awarded to Best Poker Hand 

 2nd Place - $750 awarded to Second Best Poker Hand 

 3rd Place - $500 random drawing to include all other poker hands.   

 

The entry fee is only $50 per person or $90 per couple. At the end of the ride each rider will 

draw 7 cards to create the best 5-card poker hand. Riders can purchase 5 additional poker hands 

with pre-registration for $10 each. Five additional poker hands will be available for $20 each 

the day of the ride, prior to the ride beginning.   

 

Registration will open Friday January 15. Visit www.blackhillshomebuilders.com and look for 

the Ride with the PAC logo, which will link to the registration page.  

 

This ride has grown from 130 participants the first year to almost 200 participants in 2015.  I’m 

looking forward to another excellent ride, and encourage you to get registered and Ride with 

the PAC during America’s Ride for Housing. 

  

     Dwight Eich, America’s Ride for Housing Chair  

http://www.blackhillshomebuilders.com/


 

 

LOCAL HBA MEETINGS:  
 
 

Aberdeen HBA  
 
Board – 1ST Thursday of month, noon at     
   AHBA Office, Aberdeen, SD 
 
 
 

Black Hills HBA  
 
Board– 3rd Tuesday of month, 3:30 p.m.  
    at BHHBA 
 
Membership—Various Dates & Locations 
 Check their website for dates & times  
 

 

Brookings HBA  
 
Board – As needed  
 
Membership – 3rd Thursday of month, 
    Noon @ TBA 
 
 
HBA of the Sioux Empire  
 
Board – 3rd Wednesday of month, 11:30 
a.m., HBASE office 
 
Membership—Various Dates & Locations 
 Check their website for dates & times  
 
 
 

Lewis & Clark Area HBA  
 
Board – 1st Tuesday of month, 6 p.m.,  
  Minerva’s Yankton 
 
Membership—1st Tuesday of month,  
   7 p.m. Minerva’s Yankton 
 
 
 

Oahe HBA, Pierre  
 
Membership— First Tuesday of month,  
 11:30 a.m., Perkins, Fort Pierre 
 

 
 

 
Board—As needed 
 
Membership – 3rd Tuesday of month,   
 7 p.m., WAHBA Office 
 
 

 
 

 

Are You Looking For New Opportunities For  

People To Do Business With You?  

 

www.sdhomebuilders.com Can Help You Do That By  

Investing In A Banner Ad For Your Business, Or By 

Linking Your Web Site Or Email Address To Our  

Membership List On SDHBAõs Web Site 

12 Month Banner Ad Is Only $150  

12 Month Link For Your Web Site Or Email  

Address Is Only $65 Or $0 Extra With Banner  

Call SDHBA at 605 - 224 - 2761 or email us at 

sdhbvp@sdhomebuilders.com to get connected.  

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT  

HERE !!! 

 

HAVE 1,700 + PEOPLE  

SEE YOUR MESSAGE  

EACH MONTH  

MAKE IT EASY FOR  

PEOPLE TO FIND YOU  
& DO BUSINESS  

WITH YOU !!!   
 

Reasonable Rates  

Full Page $600/12 months  

Full Page $70/month  

Half Page $450/12 months  

Half Page $50/month  
Call SDHBA (605) 224 - 2761 or email 

sdhbvp@sdhomebuilders.com  

Watertown HBA  



 

 

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES REPORT  
 

Congratulations to all participants of the 2015 Membership Drive. Congratulations to 
the Home Builders Association of the Sioux Empire for placing 5th among large HBAs 
during the drive competition.  
 
Congratulations and thank you to the members who earned new spike levels or re-
cruited a new member in 2015, we thank you for your dedication. Those of you who 
did not get new members, we encourage you to try and earn a new member spike 
credit next year. 
 
We need your help if we are to grow the South Dakota Home Builders Association 
membership and become a stronger voice for the industry. We can achieve the goal 
of growing the association to 2,000 members together. One such way is by making a 
list of potential members and take the initiative to go recruit with the tools your local, 
state and national have to offer. 
 
Lynn Mennis 
SDHBA Membership Services Chair                              



 

 

An ongoing study from the 
federal Department of En-
ergy demonstrates how the 
law of diminishing returns 
also applies to energy 
codes. 
 
The good news is that 
the Residential Energy 
Code Study concludes that 
home builders are doing an 
excellent job of meeting the 
efficiency levels of the 2009 
International Energy Con-
servation Code in the 
states that have adopted it. 
 
But as these code require-
ments become more strin-
gent, the likelihood of 
achieving the increased 
performance levels of the 
2012 or 2015 IECC dimin-
ishes. 
 
In seven of eight states 
where participants’ finished 
homes were studied, ener-

gy efficiency was expected 
to not only meet, but ex-
ceed the requirements of 
the code in place. 
 
In Maryland, the only state 
studied that uses the 2015 
versions of the code and 
the only state that did not 
meet the expected energy 
savings targets, builders 
had slightly tighter building 
envelopes and slightly 
tighter ducts than all the 
other states, but nearly half 
the homes failed to meet 
the requirements for duct 
and building tightness of 
the new code. 
 
“There were quantum leaps 
in both the building and 
duct tightness requirements 
that took effect in the 2012 
IECC that were beyond En-
ergy Star levels, so it’s not 
surprising that there are 
problems meeting the new 

requirements,” said NAHB 
Director of Construction 
Codes & Standards Craig 
Drumheller. 
 
In response, many of the 
states that have adopted 
more stringent versions of 
the 2012-2015 IECC are 
amending some of the 
more egregious require-
ments to ensure homes 
stay both energy efficient 
and affordable.  
 
HBAs interested in pursu-
ing these code changes 
can use the2012 or 2015 I-
Codes Adoption Kit, availa-
ble only to NAHB mem-
bers. 
Read the study and contact 
Drumheller with questions. 

ENERGY CODES: HITTING THE WALL  

https://www.energycodes.gov/residential-energy-code-field-study
https://www.energycodes.gov/residential-energy-code-field-study
http://www.nahb.org/en/research/nahb-priorities/construction-codes-and-standards/code-adoption/2012-i-codes-adoption-kit.aspx
http://www.nahb.org/en/research/nahb-priorities/construction-codes-and-standards/code-adoption/2015-i-codes-adoption-kit.aspx
http://www.nahb.org/en/research/nahb-priorities/construction-codes-and-standards/code-adoption/2015-i-codes-adoption-kit.aspx
https://www.energycodes.gov/residential-energy-code-field-study
mailto:cdrumheller@nahb.org
mailto:cdrumheller@nahb.org


 

 

Recent media reports have 
cited mortgage delays re-
sulting from new federal 
home disclosure rules that 
went into effect on Oct. 3. 
 
Under the new rules issued 
by the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau (CFPB), 
the Good Faith Estimate, 
the Truth in Lending and 
HUD-1 Settlement State-
ments have been replaced 
by the CFPB’s new inte-
grated disclosure forms, 
the “Loan Estimate” and 
the “Closing Disclosure.” 
 
The biggest change is that 
the Closing Disclosure 
must be provided to the 
consumer a full three days 
prior to closing, and if there 
are certain changes during 
that 72-hour period, the 
closing could be delayed. 
The three-day period is de-

signed to give consumers 
more time to review their 
loan documents. 
 
As lenders adjust to the 
new rules and sift through 
the technical and training 
challenges, industry survey 
groups have reported that 
loans on average were tak-
ing longer to close in No-
vember than in October. 
Delays can cause consum-
ers to pay more for their 
loans because they have to 
spend more to pay for long-
er 45-day or 60-day rate 
locks as opposed to a more 
typical 30-day period. 
 
The best way to avoid un-
necessary delay to home 
closings is to work proac-
tively with your lenders and 
settlement stakeholders 
and be sure to have all 
your paperwork done a 

week before your sched-
uled closing date to provide 
a time cushion in case any 
changes need to be made 
to the final documents. 
 
Visit NAHB’s website to 
learn more about the new 
rules and download re-
sources to help you com-
ply. For more information, 
contact Steve Linville at 
800-368-5242 x8597. 

REPORTS OF HOME MORTGAGE DELAYS - AND WHAT 
YOU CAN DO TO PREVENT IT 

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/new-rules-to-protect-home-buyers-starting-to-add-delays-and-costs-2015-12-21
http://www.nahb.org/en/research/nahb-priorities/housing-finance-reform/new-closing-rules-take-effect-oct-3.aspx
mailto:slinville@nahb.org


 

 

President Obama signed a $1.1 
trillion fiscal 2016 spending bill Fri-
day that will keep the federal gov-
ernment funded through Septem-
ber. 
 
The omnibus spending bill includes 
a number of important housing pri-
orities championed by NAHB and 
explained in detail below. 
 
The deal also includes an accord 
to extend scores of temporary tax 
provisions known as tax extenders 
that expired this year, including all 
those of interest to the housing 
community. 
Of note to the housing industry, the 
budget legislation: 

 Provides incremental reform of 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. The 
legislation prohibits the sale of 
Treasury-owned senior preferred 
shares of Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac for two years without congres-
sional approval and structural 
housing finance reform. It also 
calls on Congress to pass legisla-
tion determining the future of these 
entities. 
• Extends the EB-5 visa pro-
gram. The EB-5 program can help 
NAHB members obtain acquisition, 
development and construction fi-
nancing by working with foreign 
investors who are seeking a fast 
track to lawful U.S. residency. 
NAHB has worked with officials 

from regional centers where there 
is a need for investment in housing 
and to match this need with those 
participating in the EB-5 visa pro-
gram. This is a clean extension of 
the program: Congress considered 
reforming it, which would have se-
verely limited the funds available in 
urban areas. This clean reauthori-
zation will give NAHB and our al-
lies time to work with lawmakers to 
further improve the program and 
achieve a long-term workable solu-
tion for the industry. 
• Strips funding for the worker 
misclassification program. The U.S 
Department of Labor (DOL) had 
sought to award $10 million in 
grants to several states to imple-
ment or improve worker misclassi-
fication programs and NAHB was 
successful in eliminating this fund-
ing from the year-end spending bill. 
NAHB believed that DOL’s actions 
could create an incentive for a 
state workforce agency, when 
making a worker-status determina-
tion, to find misclassification where 
none exists. 
• Leaves intact NAHB-supported 
code provisions included in House-
passed energy bill H.R. 8.  If H.R. 
8 eventually goes to conference 
with a counterpart bill in the Sen-
ate, this adds momentum to limit 
the Department of Energy’s advo-
cacy in the development of model 
building energy codes. 

• Boosts HOME funding by $50 
million. The Home Investments 
Partnership (HOME) Pro-
gram received funding of $950 mil-
lion, $50 million above the fiscal 
2015 level. After threats to signifi-
cantly cut the program to $66 mil-
lion in the Senate, NAHB worked 
with members of Congress to en-
sure that HOME funding stayed 
intact. 
• Provides $3 billion in funding for 
the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) Program. The 
CDBG program supports afforda-
ble housing and other community 
revitalization initiatives that benefit 
low- and moderate-income families 
and individuals. 
• Allays concerns surround-
ing Project Based Section 8 fund-
ing. As HUD transitions the pro-
gram from a fiscal to calendar year 
funding schedule, Congress has 
taken the schedule change into 
account by increasing appropria-
tions to $10.62 billion — nearly $1 
billion above the fiscal 2015 level 
of $9.73 billion. 

NAHB ACHIEVES HOUSING VICTORIES IN 
YEAR-END BUDGET AND TAX BILLS 

http://nahbnow.com/2015/12/omnibus-bill-huge-wins-for-affordable-housing/
http://nahbnow.com/2015/12/omnibus-bill-huge-wins-for-affordable-housing/
http://nahbnow.com/2015/12/tax-extenders-package-includes-key-nahb-priorities/
http://nahbnow.com/2015/12/tax-extenders-package-includes-key-nahb-priorities/
http://nahbnow.com/2015/12/tax-extenders-package-includes-key-nahb-priorities/
http://www.nahb.org/en/research/nahb-priorities/ad-and-c/financing-for-builders-and-developers-using-the-eb-5-immigrant-investor-program.aspx?_ga=1.174901227.856595435.1438025984
http://www.nahb.org/en/research/nahb-priorities/ad-and-c/financing-for-builders-and-developers-using-the-eb-5-immigrant-investor-program.aspx?_ga=1.174901227.856595435.1438025984
http://nahbnow.com/2015/09/government-steps-up-worker-misclassification-enforcement/
http://nahbnow.com/2015/09/government-steps-up-worker-misclassification-enforcement/
http://nahbnow.com/2015/09/government-steps-up-worker-misclassification-enforcement/
http://nahbnow.com/2015/09/government-steps-up-worker-misclassification-enforcement/
http://nahbnow.com/2015/12/house-approves-energy-bill-that-would-boost-housing-affordability/
http://nahbnow.com/2015/12/house-approves-energy-bill-that-would-boost-housing-affordability/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/affordablehousing/programs/home/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/affordablehousing/programs/home/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/affordablehousing/programs/home/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/communitydevelopment/programs
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/communitydevelopment/programs
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/hudprograms/rs8pbra
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/hudprograms/rs8pbra

