
                     
                                                

   PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
          Tim Frohreich ,Frohreich Construction, Yankton, SD    
 

  
Summer is a very busy time for everyone, so I wanted to fill 

you in on what SDHBA is working on. I recently wrote to our 
congressional delegation and our Governor regarding a proposed EPA 
rule to increase their regulatory power. NAHB and SDHBA oppose the 
proposed rule so I urge you to also contact the elected officials. The 
resolution we passed is printed on page 15 in the newsletter. 

 

 Our summer Board meeting is July 17-18 at the Aberdeen Ramada 
Inn. We will be working on our 2015 budget, we will get an update on 
the Housing Enhancement Loan Program, and we will discuss assistance 
to the community of Wessington Springs following a recent tornado. 

 

 The Education Committee will lead a roundtable discussion on the six 
Governor's Workforce Development Summits. Most of the local 
associations participated in the Summits that explored how we better 
train people for jobs that employers are hoping to fill. 

 

 There are several notations in the newsletter for the NAHB BuildPAC 
Poker Run to be held in the Black Hills, Saturday August 2. The Black 
Hills Home Builders Association organized the event on behalf of 
SDHBA, and the ride will go almost 200 miles throughout the Black 
Hills. Two wheels or four wheels are all welcome. Plan to attend. 

 

 We are selling SDHBA polo shirts to celebrate our 35th Birthday. The 
South Dakota Home Builders Association got our charter from NAHB 
October 14, 1979. We’ll be celebrating this milestone during our Annual 
Convention November 6-7 at the Watertown Ramkota. The polo shirts 
are short sleeved, white, and have the embroidered SDHBA logo. We 
will not embroider extra shirts to sell at the Convention, so order yours 
by August 1 by calling 224-2761, or emailing the SDHBA office 
(sdhbvp@sdhomebuilders.com). The shirts are $35 each. 

 

 The May Membership Drive was successful, and I want to 
congratulate the Home Builders of the Sioux Empire for increasing their 
membership by 27. The second half of the Drive will be in either 
September or October, depending on which month each local 
association chose. 

 

 I look forward to seeing many of you at the summer Board meeting 
July 17-18 in Aberdeen. 

 

 If there is anything you need please feel free to email me at 
president@sdhomebuilders.com or call 605-661-1358 and I will try to 
respond to your requests as soon as possible.   
 

Tim 
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Mission Statement 
The South Dakota Home Builders Association is a 

statewide non-profit trade association made up of 
professional builders, remodelers and associate 

members. We promote home ownership and quality 
affordable housing through active participation in 
industry related issues. We are the voice of the 

homebuilding industry in South Dakota. 
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2014 SDHBA 
Sponsorship 

Opportunities 
 

 Board Meetings ($500 X 3 sponsors) 
  Summer Board July 17-18 in Aberdeen 
  Fall Board November 6-7 in Watertown 
 

 Web Site ($65 or $150 annual) 
  Link from SDHBA site to your site—$65/annual 
  Banner Logo Ad link to your site—$150/annual 
 

 Newsletter Ads ($50 to $70/mo) 
 

 35th Annual Convention-Watertown Nov 6-7 
  The “35 Elite” Council—$200 
  Board Luncheon—$1,000 
  Hall of Fame Induction—$500 
  Hospitality Room—$1,500 
 

 Contact: SDHBA, Box 1218, Pierre, SD 57501 
 sdhbvp@sdhomebuilders.com  605-224-2761 
 



 
Executive Viewpoint 

    Dwight Neuharth, Executive Vice President 

 
   

June was an exciting month with a lot of activity around the 
state. We had good representation at the NAHB Spring Board meeting in 
Washington DC, and many issues were discussed that impact your busi-
ness. One big issue is a proposed rule by the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, that could add unneeded cost to all businesses. They want 
to expand their definition of “waters of the United States” that would 
broaden their power over all water, right down to rainfall in a roadside 
ditch. SDHBA is joining other states to oppose this proposed rule and has 
contacted our congressional delegation and our state government offi-
cials. 

 

 I was able to sit in on the NAHB BuildPAC meeting in Washington and 
also meet with my fellow state Executive Officers from around the coun-
try. South Dakota has been a leader in BuildPAC and it was obvious that 
we plan fundraising events, like the August 2 America’s Ride for Housing, 
to be held in the Black Hills. Mark your calendar to participate. 

 

 Another meeting at the NAHB conference dealt with codes. Big chang-
es are coming for the process of periodically re-writing the International 
Residential Building Code. Previously, if a building official wanted to par-
ticipate, they needed to travel to the ICC meetings in order to vote. In 
the future, ICC will allow members to vote by computer. That will allow 
smaller cities to have a much greater voice in how the code changes 
from cycle to cycle. The building official still needs to be a member of 
ICC, so if there are building officials around South Dakota that aren’t a 
member of ICC, I strongly encourage them to join. 

 

 Our SDHBA committees continue to meet by conference call to get 
ready for our Summer Board meeting, July 17-18 at the Aberdeen Rama-
da Inn. Let me know if anyone has agenda items. We will be announcing 
our Annual Awards winners then, so family members can plan to attend 
our Annual Convention in Watertown November 6-7. 

 

 Many of you know, we are celebrating our 35th Birthday this fall, and 
that will be a big part of our Convention. I encourage you to join the 
companies that have joined the SDHBA 35 Elite Council. It’s a great way 
to showcase your company and your dedication to SDHBA. 

 

 I hope that all of you have a very good Fourth of July Holiday, as we 
celebrate 238 years as a nation. Travel safely and enjoy the Holiday. 

 

  Let me know if you have concerns on issues. Always feel free to call, 
email, or visit me at our office in Pierre.  
 
 

Dwight             

 

 

AFFILIATED LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS: 
 

 

Aberdeen HBA 
Jennifer Hieb 
PO Box 201, Aberdeen, SD 57401 
(605) 225-2055 FAX (605) 225-2365 
EMAIL ahba@midconetwork.com 
http://aberdeenhba.com 
 
 
 
 

Black Hills HBA 
Cheryl Bettmeng, Executive Vice Pres. 
3121 West Chicago  
Rapid City, SD 57702-2313 
(605) 348-7850 FAX (605) 348-7864 
cbettmeng@blackhillshomebuilders.com 
www.blackhillshomebuilders.com 
 
 
 

 

Brookings Regional BA 
Nancy Ahlers, Executive Officer 
PO Box 323 
Brookings, SD 57006 
(605) 692-5405 FAX (605) 692-5406 
EMAIL brba@brookings.net 
 
 
 
 

Lewis & Clark HBA 
Judy Studebaker 
PO Box 582 
Yankton, SD 57078 
(605) 661-7215 FAX (605) 260-8526 
EMAIL lchomebuilders@iw.net 
 

 
 
 

Watertown Area HBA 
Vern Brenden, Executive Officer 
1017 6th Ave., SE 
Watertown  SD  57201 
(605) 878-3033   FAX (605) 878-3034 
EMAIL wahba.sd@gmail.com 
http://www.orgsites.com/sd/wahba/ 
 
 
 

HBA of the Sioux Empire 
Julie Terrell, Executive Vice President 
6904 S. Lyncrest Place, SF SD 57108 
(605) 361-8322 FAX (605) 361-8329 
EMAIL info@hbasiouxempire.com 
www.hbasiouxempire.com 
 
 

 
 

Oahe HBA 
Monacha Ellerton , Executive Officer 
PO Box 221 
Pierre, SD 57501 
(605) 224-0880 FAX (605) 224-5835 
Monacha@oahehomebuilders.com 
www.oahehomebuilders.com 
 

 
 
 

NAHB 
1201 15th Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20005-2800 
(202) 266-8200 FAX (202) 266-8559 
www.nahb.org  
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SDHBA is Celebrating 35 Years as the 

Voice of the Homebuilding Industry 

in South Dakota—You may order a 

SDHBA polo shirt by August 1 ($35), 

by emailing 
sdhbvp@sdhomebuilders.com

 

America’s Ride for Housing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dwight Eich 
Custom Homes by Eich 

PAC Rally Ride Task 
Force Chairman 

 

 This year the BHHB 
BUILD-PAC will be hosting 
a State Fundraiser for the 
NAHB BUILD-PAC in the 
form of a Poker Ride for 2, 
3, or 4 wheel vehicles. The 
funds raised will go to sup-
port NAHB BUILD-PAC. 

 

 The ride is August 2, and 
will be approximately 125 
miles with multiple historic 
stops throughout the Black 
Hills. The ride will start and 

stop at the Central States 
Fairgrounds. 

 

 $3,000 in cash prizes will 
be awarded as follows: 

 

1st Place- $1,500 awarded 
to Best Poker Hand. 

 

2nd Place- $1,000 awarded 
to Second Best Poker 
Hand 

 

3rd Place- $500 random 
drawing to include all other 
poker hands. 

 

 The entry fee is only $50 
per person or $90 per cou-
ple. At the end of the ride 
each rider will draw 7 cards 
to create the best 5 card 
poker hand. Riders can 
purchase additional poker 
hands for $20 each. 

 

 Registration is open 
now.  Use the form on page 

13 of the newsletter or visit 
www.blackhillshomebuilders.com 

and look for the Ride with 
the PAC logo, which will 
link to the registration 
page. T-shirts will only be 
guaranteed to participants 
who are registered by July 
7. You can still register af-
ter July7, through August 2, 
but event t-shirts cannot be 
guaranteed for people who 
register after July 7. T-
shirts will be for sale, if 
available, after the ride on 
August 2. 

 
 

 I’m looking forward to an 
excellent ride, and encour-
age you to get registered 
an Ride with the PAC on 
America’s ride for Housing. 

 

 Dwight Eich 
BHHB BUILD-PAC Rally 
Ride Task Force Chairman 
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SDHBA Builder Members Are  
Eligible To Participate In The  
Governor’s House Program 

Two Bedroom Or Three Bedroom Options 
For Details Call The  

South Dakota Housing  
Development Authority at 605-773-3181 

 
 

SDHBA Upcoming Events   
 

SDHBA Summer Board Meeting  
Aberdeen Ramada Inn July 17-18 
 
 

NAHB Fall Board Meeting 
Phoenix AZ September 3-7 
 
 

SDHBA Annual Convention 
Watertown Ramkota November 6-7 
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The	South	Dakota	Home	Builders		

Association	Is	Turning	35	This	Year	And	35	

Companies	Will	Be	Featured	At	The	Annual	

Convention	November	6-7	In	Watertown	!	

Jump	On	The	Bandwagon	Early	And	Join	

The	“Elite	35	Council”The	“Elite	35	Council”The	“Elite	35	Council”The	“Elite	35	Council”					
	

	 01)	Frohreich	Construction		 	 	 	 	 19)	GET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HEREGET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HEREGET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HEREGET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HERE	

	 02)	Krause	Construction	 	 	 	 	 	 	 20)	____________________	

	 03)	Villaggio,	LLC	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 21)	____________________	

	 04)	Hjellming	Construction		 	 	 	 	 22)	____________________	

	 05)	J	&	D	Woodworks	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 23)	____________________	

	 06)	Moyer	Construction	 	 	 	 	 	 	 24)	GET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HEREGET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HEREGET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HEREGET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HERE	

	 07)	Dynamic	Realty-Lisa	DiRose	 	 	 25)	____________________	

	 08)	Watertown	Area	HBA	 	 	 	 	 	 26)	____________________	

	 09)	Arnold	Construction	 	 	 	 	 	 	 27)	____________________	

	 10)	Siemonsma	Construction		 	 	 	 28)	____________________	

	 11)	Kisch	Construction		 	 	 	 	 	 	 29)	GET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HEREGET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HEREGET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HEREGET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HERE	

	 12)	Brookings	Regional	Builders	Asn	 30)	____________________	

	 13)	Custom	Homes	By	Eich		 	 	 	 	 31)	____________________	

	 14)	Black	Hills	Home	Builders	Asn	 	 32)	____________________	

	 15)	Kneeland	Construction		 	 	 	 	 33)	____________________	

	 16)	Crestone	Builders																															34)	GET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HEREGET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HEREGET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HEREGET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HERE	

	 17)		GET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HEREGET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HEREGET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HEREGET	YOUR	COMPANY	RECOGNIZED	HERE	 	 35)	____________________	

	 18)	____________________	

	

	Call	the	SDHBA	OfCice	To	See	How	You	Can	

Join	The	“Elite	35	Council”The	“Elite	35	Council”The	“Elite	35	Council”The	“Elite	35	Council”-				(605)224-2761	
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LOCAL HBA MEETINGS: 
 
 

Aberdeen HBA  
 

 
Board – 1ST Thursday of month, noon at     
   20  12th Ave. SW, Aberdeen, SD. 
 
 

Black Hills HBA  

 
 

Board– 3rd Thursday of month, 3:30 p.m. 
@ BHHBA 
 
Membership – 3rd Tuesday, @ TBA 
 
 

Brookings HBA  
 

 
Board – As needed  
 
Membership – 3rd Thursday of month, 
    Noon @ TBA 
 
 
 

HBA of the Sioux Empire 
 

Board – 3rd Wednesday of month, 11:30 
a.m., HBASE office 
 
Membership—Last Thursday of month,  
 5:30 p.m. Various Locations  
 
 
 

Lewis & Clark Area HBA 
 

 

Board – 1st Tuesday of month, 7 p.m.,  
  Office-420 Broadway, Yankton 
 
Membership—3rd Tuesday of month,  
   7 p.m. Minerva’s Yankton 
 
 
 

Oahe HBA, Pierre  

 

Membership— First Tuesday of month,  
 11:30 a.m., Perkins, Fort Pierre 
 
 
 

Watertown HBA 
 

Board—As needed 
 
Membership – 3rd Tuesday of month,   
 7 p.m., WAHBA Office 
 

Are You Looking For New Opportunities For  
People To Do Business With You? 

www.sdhomebuilders.com Can Help You Do That 
By Investing In A Banner Ad For Your Business, 
Or By Linking Your Web Site Or Email Address 
To Our Membership List On SDHBA’s Web Site 

12 Month Banner Ad Is Only $150  
12 Month Link For Your Web Site Or Email  

Address Is Only $65 Or $0 Extra With Banner 
Call SDHBA at 605-224-2761 Or Email Us at 
sdhbvp@sdhomebuilders.com To Get Connected 

YOUR ADVERTISMENT 
HERE !!! 

 
HAVE 1,700 + PEOPLE 
SEE YOUR MESSAGE 

EACH MONTH 
MAKE IT EASY FOR  

PEOPLE TO FIND YOU 
& DO BUSINESS 
WITH YOU !!!   

 
Resonable Rates 

Full Page $600/12 months 
Full Page $70/month 

Half Page $450/12 months 
Half Page $50/month 

Call SDHBA 224-2761 or email 
sdhbvp@sdhomebuilders.com 
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Housing Finance Reform 
 

Who are the housing GSEs? 

 

 The housing Government 
Sponsored enterprises (GSEs)—
Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and 
the Federal Home Loan Banks 
(FHLBanks)—have been, and 
remain, critical components of 
the U.S. housing finance sys-
tem. They were created by Con-
gress to support mortgage mar-
ket liquidity and help address 
affordable housing needs. 

 

 The GSEs have operated with 
implicit government backing 
that allows them to raise funds 
at favorable rates, which ulti-
mately benefits mortgage bor-
rowers. The housing GSE sys-
tem functioned well for dec-
ades, but the past few years 
have seen unprecedented tur-
moil. Freddie Mac and Fannie 
Mae were found to have serious 
accounting irregularities that 
required them to be placed un-
der government conservatorship 
and receive direct federal sup-
port. The FHLBanks on the oth-
er hand have not experienced 
these difficulties and continue to 
operate normally. 

 

 The regulatory system for the 
GSEs underwent a complete 
overhaul during this period, with 
all GSEs now under the over-
sight of a single regulator, the 
Federal Housing Finance Agency 

(FHFA). As the conservator for 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, 
FHFA is trying to balance the 
significant  role that Fannie and 
Freddie have played during the 
housing downturn by supporting 
mortgage markets and mitigat-
ing mortgage foreclosures, 
while reducing taxpayer losses 
and minimizing future risk expo-
sure. 

 

Current Status and NAHB’s 
Plan 

 

 NAHB is a strong proponent 
of housing finance reform and 
feels significant changes should 
occur in the conventional mar-
ket, where Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac currently account 
for almost all activity. With the 
GSEs still operating under con-
servatorship, serious housing 
finance reform policy discus-
sions are underway in Congress, 
but there is not yet widespread 
agreement on the specific com-
ponents of reform. Indeed, 
while the House of Representa-
tives is considering legislation to 
completely remove the govern-
ment role in the housing mar-
ket, the Senate is currently en-
gaged in bipartisan efforts to 
preserve the federal support 
necessary for the proper funct-
gionning of the U.S. housing 
market. While the approaches 
differ greatly, nearly everyone 
agrees that reform is critical to 

the economic recovery of this 
nation. 

 

 NAHB supports steps to in-
crease the role of private capital 
in the U.S. housing finance sys-
tem but does not believe the 
market can rely exclusively on 
private sources. History clearly 
shows the limitations of the pri-
vate mortgage market. During 
bad times private mortgage 
credit evaporates leaving quali-
fies buyers high an dry and the 
housing market in a free fall. 
Indeed, in the aftermath of the 
housing downturn, investors 
have been reluctant to invest in 
mortgage securities without 
government backing. Wall 
Street expects that this share 
would shrink dramatically with-
out a government backstop. 
NAHB believes federal support 
is particularly important in con-
tinuing the availability of the 
affordable 30-year fixed-rate 
mortgage, which has been a 
staple of the U.S. housing fi-
nance system since the 1930’s. 

 

 To help move this debate for-
ward, NAHB has made recom-
mendations to Congress outlin-
ing a plan by which Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac would be grad-
ually phased into a private-
sector– oriented system, where 
the federal government’s role is 
clear, but its exposure is limited.  

  

 Federal support should be 
limited to catastrophic situations 
where carefully calibrated levels 
of private capital and insurance 
reserves are depleted before 
any taxpayer funds are em-
ployed to shore up the mort-
gage market. 
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NAHB Spring Board 
Washington, DC 
Associate National 
Director 
Candice Menke 
 
 

 The Spring meeting in Washing-
ton DC was very different this year.  
Primarily because we didn’t have 
any visits scheduled with our State 
Senators or Representatives.  But 
as always – there was much going 
on on the Hill.  As many of you 
know, there was a very big win 
with the Supreme Court ruling 
against the EPA and their attempts 
to overreach their authority in the 
housing and construction industry.   
This represents a significant win 
not only for multifamily builders, 
but for all builders that deal with 
excessive and unlawful EPA rules.  
I encourage all of you to continue 
to respond to the issues that come 
to the forefront, as many of us 
have , and send the emails and 
letters to our representatives, it 
does make a difference as we just 
experienced with the Flood Insur-
ance Affordability  Act . It was not-
ed that this Advocacy effort would 
have cost the industry over $755M 
more in construction costs.  Hous-
ing Finance Reform has been an 
ongoing battle.  However with Sen 
Johnson leaving his seat, it is ex-
tremely important that we make 
sure our voice is heard NOW!  We 
strongly encourage you to vote for 
the Housing Finance Reform – it’s 
a quick and easy process and can 
be found on NAHB.org. 
 
 Another big win came on the 
board floor. There were 2 Bi-Law 
Amendments that were presented 
to the board by the Associates 
Committee, of which is chaired by 
our very own Kim Hefner-Hines.  
The first amendment was to add 
an Associate to the Budget & Fi-
nance Committee.  It seems quite 

logical to have an Associate mem-
ber on this committee as many of 
our Associates being Accountants, 
CPA, Bankers- however have not 
had a seat at the table.  The Bi-
Law was highly supported and 
passed.  As did the 2nd Bi-Law 
amendment.  This amendment was 
also a big win and one that had 
much time and effort invested into 
it.  This Amendment allows for not 
only Seated Associate Committee 
members to vote for the NAC 
(National Area Chair) but those 
who attend the Associate Commit-
tee meetings, participate and have 
attended 4 of the last 6 meetings to 
vote as well.   
 
 Membership numbers at the 
end of April 2014 -139,685;  Na-
tional Retention = 78.3%.  A much 
greater emphasis is being place on 
maintaining retention of the current 
members.  Now that the market is 
recovering and the budget is on its 
way to being on track,  to maintain 
the retention of our members is 
vital.  These numbers are only 
through April as I mentioned, so 
the hope is that with the May Mem-
bership drives we will see an in-
crease in the new members.  The 
Spring and Fall National Member-
ship drives will again give partici-
pating locals the opportunity to  win 
cash prizes and Spike credits for 
their members.  Taking part in the 
drive proved to be successful for a 
couple of the SD Locals!  There 
has been $45,000 allocated for the 
drives.  They will again award to 
the top 5 in each size category al-
lowing for every Association to 
have the opportunity to take home 
some cash!  Nationally, there were 
over 380 locals participate in the 
Spring Drive and 346 for the Fall.  
The goal was to have 500 Associa-
tions total participate – so as you 
can see, it was a huge success.  If 
your local has not signed up – 
please be sure to do so as partici-

pation is so important and its truly 
a great way to reward your Spikes 
(double/triple spike credits) and 
earn funds back to your locals!  
 
 At our upcoming meeting there 
are some census numbers that I 
would like to share with the board 
regarding membership and the di-
versity of the members.  There has 
been much discussion over the 
Gen X, Gen Y and the impact on 
our Association.  The membership 
committee has established a work-
ing group to assist with working on 
tool kits for involvement and spot-
lighting the ‘younger’ generation to 
get them involved, keeping them 
involved and getting them recog-
nized, more to come on that! 
 
 As I had mentioned, the Associ-

ates Committee is chaired by Kim.  

It was such an honor to view her in 

that role and see the respect and 

hard work that she has put into this 

organization be rewarded.  I would 

encourage you to applaud her for 

her efforts.  To be a elected as a 

Chair on a National Committee, 

had seemed to be unrealistic at 

one point.  So I congratulate Kim 

on this honorable position, so very 

much deserved.   I also have to 

say that – South Dakota is highly 

respected.  We are well represent-

ed and have a powerful voice at 

these National meetings.  It is truly 

a honor to be a part of this and to 

be out there making a difference in 

an industry that is so important to 

all of us.  I truly appreciate the op-

portunity to serve this Association 

– it is a very big honor and I look 

forward to sharing more at the 

Summer meeting!  

Candice 
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South Dakota Housing Data 
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America’s Ride For Housing 
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News�Around�the�State�&�BeyondNews�Around�the�State�&�BeyondNews�Around�the�State�&�BeyondNews�Around�the�State�&�Beyond    
    
    
    
    

    

The�Black�Hills�Home�Builders�Association’s�Builder�Appreciation�Social 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HBA�of�the�Sioux�Empire�City�Bus�Tour�&�Local�Government�Night 
 

Watertown�Area�HBA�Board�Meeting�&�Six�Governor’s�Workforce�Summits 

NAHB�Spring�Board�Meeting�in�early�June�in�Washington�DC 
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SDHBA Resolution to ask the EPA to 
withdraw their new rule to re-define  

“waters of the United States” 

 A resolution to call on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to withdraw 
their proposed rule expanding the definition of “waters of the United States” under the Clean Water Act. 

 

 Whereas, the definition of “waters of the United States” under the Clean Water Act establishes the fundamental 
scope of federal authority to regulate activities in U.S. waters and wetlands. The U.S. Supreme Court has found on mul-
tiple occasions that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Army 
Corps) have exceeded their authority in defining these waters beyond the intended scope of federal regulation; and 

 

 Whereas, in response to the Supreme Court decisions, the EPA and Army Corps have recently proposed an amended 
definition to clarify federal jurisdiction. Unfortunately, the EPA and Army Corps have once again missed the mark and 
continue to ignore the limits on their authority, usurping powers reserved to the states under the Tenth Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution; and 

 

 Whereas, the Proposed rule would create greater uncertainty for businesses and homeowners rather than providing 
clarity. The proposed rule will add new definitions for key technical terms that introduce ambiguities and vagaries into 
federal regulation. Confusion will inevitably lead to further litigation, tying up our courts, delaying economic develop-
ment, and wasting taxpayer money; and 

 

 Whereas, high-quality scientific review should never be presumed. The EPA and Army Corps have failed to promul-
gate rules, the primary scientific review to be completed before moving forward with the proposed rule. In the rush to 
promulgate rules, the primary scientific report remains in draft form and has only recently been submitted to the EPA’s 
Science Advisory Board for peer review; and 

 

 Whereas, the proposed rule would actually expand federal jurisdiction to more waters and wetlands, rather than lim-
iting or simple clarifying jurisdiction as outlined by the U.S. Supreme Court. The EPA’s economic analysis estimates that 
the proposed rule would increase jurisdiction by 3 percent, potentially leading to 1,400 more permits required and near-
ly $220 million in additional costs to farmers, businesses, and homeowners. Furthermore, the economic analysis’ as-
sumptions and methodology significantly underestimate the potential jurisdictional expansion; and 

 

 Whereas, any increases in federal jurisdiction will infringe upon state authority to regulate state waters. The state 
waters and wetlands affected by the proposed rule have minimal, if any, connection to federally navigable waters. Ex-
panded federal jurisdiction limits the flexibility of South Dakota and other states to create a regulatory environment that 
meets the needs and addresses the priorities of state residents. South Dakota has been a national leader in creating 
proactive, voluntary programs that provide equal, if not greater, protection of the environment in a collaborative, non-
adversarial manner. South Dakota must have the freedom to protect state waters and to pursue innovative approaches 
without being handcuffed by rigid federal requirements; and 

 

 Whereas, this flawed proposal demonstrates again that core decisions, such as the scope of federal authority, must 
be left to our elected Representative and Senators in the U.S. Congress, not to relatively unaccountable federal agen-
cies; now, therefore, be it 

 

 Resolved, that we call on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to with-
draw their proposed rule expanding the definition of “waters of the United States” under the Clean Water Act; and be it 
further 

 

 Resolved, that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency, The Command General of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Governor of South Dakota, and the members 

of the South Dakota congressional delegation 
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